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Abstract 

The study aims at identifying the importance of using technology especially YouTube in the 
development of English vocabulary among elementary school students. Further, the current 
study aims at identifying students' levels of ability through the use of technology and modern 
methods used in education, specifically the use of YouTube. To achieve these objectives, a 
sample of thirty of fifth grade female students was chosen and divided equally and randomly 
into two groups. Pre-test and post-test method were used to measure the learning ability of 
these two groups. The results revealed that the use of YouTube increased the ability of 
students in learning new vocabulary which show that technology has positive effects on 
learning process. Based on these findings, it is recommended to integrate technological aids 
on the classrooms. 
Keywords: New teaching materials, YouTube, Language acquisition, Vocabulary 
1. Introduction 
Technological innovations provide new ways to develop the teaching and learning process. 
Currently many educators look toward technology as a means to enhance instructions to 
increase students’ achievements. The social media in recent years has been considered an 
effective tool to supplement the traditional teaching methods (Buzzetto-More, 2012). Variety 
of technologies is designed to support the learning process, such as interactive modern 
teaching techniques. Modern teaching techniques have been the most visible development in 
teaching in recent years. Advantages of the modern teaching techniques have encouraged 
schools to implement such tools into instruction (Bonk, 2008).  
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Using modern teaching technology is a way to develop English language vocabulary allowing 
both the teacher and students to interact with technology in whole class activities. However, it 
is important to understand the impact of this new technology on the pedagogical process, and 
how it is implemented and interpreted by teachers. Educators and researchers have 
recommended English teachers to use modern methods and techniques in teaching 
vocabulary to elementary students, in addition, digital age students prefer something that is 
related with technology such as YouTube (Azkia & Ahmad, 2017). 
Recently, Ministry of Education (MoE) in Jordan has provided schools with technological 
aids to enhance students’ learning experience. Therefore, an increasing number of ICT tools 
in Jordan schools provide teachers with the opportunity to teach in interactive learning 
environment. 
According to the researcher’s experience, teaching English as a foreign language in Jordan 
has much interest in ministry of education because it is global language. Although, there are 
many qualified teachers for teaching English in all school levels and the much interest 
designing cervical, many students are weak in using English language, grammar, reading, 
writing, and speaking (Bali, 2017).  
Most of the students lack English vocabulary which hinders them from reading, writing, and 
communicating with others by using English vocabulary. These reasons motivated the 
researcher to look for new methods of teaching vocabulary to implement in all stages.  
It is widely perceived that modern teaching techniques improve the teaching and learning 
process as well as the education process, but there is little research on how modern teaching 
techniques improve vocabulary attainment in English language of elementally students in 
Jordanian context. Hence, this study is an attempt to explore the significance of using 
technology especially YouTube on improving the vocabulary learning process of fifth grade 
students. YouTube has the ability to increase the vocabulary acquisition among learners 
(Kabooha & Elyas, 2018). 
One can not dispute the fact that Modern Teaching Techniques change the way instruction is 
provided in our classrooms. Traditional classrooms with traditional ways are restrictive and 
lack flexibility, and despite the positive reaction by many educators, some teachers are 
hesitant to embrace the technology and this detects from students learning. This study aims to 
investigate whether Modern Teaching Techniques play a constructive role in English 
language classrooms and their possible effect on vocabulary learning in Jordanian schools, 
and how modern teaching techniques are compared to the traditional technique to promote 
awareness of the importance of modern teaching techniques. In addition, the way teachers use 
the modern teaching techniques is an essential component of its success in learning 
enhancement. In this respect teachers` practices and attitudes towards modern teaching 
techniques in relation to English vocabulary teaching will be examined. 
This study is expected to answer the follow questions: 
1). Does the experimental group show a greater vocabulary gain than the control group? 
2). Does a modern teaching technique use help and improve elementary students’ vocabulary 
knowledge? 
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The study has the following limitations: 
First, the experimental study was carried out in only one public school for female students in 
Jordan. Moreover, the sample of the study is limited to only 30 female fifth grade students 
which limits the possibility of generalization of the results. 
2. Related Studies  
This chapter provides a literature review of some studies on the use of technology, 
specifically YouTube in the development of English vocabulary for primary students. The 
theoretical framework will be presented as a concept for modern teaching techniques and 
YouTube, and the relevant studies are provided. 
The teaching process is one of the most difficult and complicated tasks. It inevitably needs 
more challenges, art, and creativity to serve the increasing demands of students. Most of the 
teachers have always looked for a proper and effective environment for students’ to make 
them gain more interesting learning. Therefore, Richards (2001) mentions that authentic 
materials which are the use of different technologies materials like, videos, auditory aids that 
have been widely introduced as one of the best teaching tools that play a powerful function in 
the educational platform, which constantly thriving to maximize EFL learners practice and 
support teachers’ to developing their activities in the natural and clear way. Indeed, authentic 
materials play a significant use in education that serves both the teachers and the learners as a 
means of learning.  
Integration of technology into different fields of life is one of the most important reasons for 
the advancement of societies both economically and educationally. According to Solanki and 
Phil (2012), using traditional teaching method has hindered students from developing their 
learning abilities; tradition teaching methods do not include new techniques to learning 
English making students as passive recipients of the knowledge. Thus, it is very necessary to 
substitute these traditional methods with the new ones that use technological aids. YouTube is 
very significant means of teaching and the creative teachers could use it in improving 
listening and speaking in the classrooms. 
According to Watkins and Wilkins (2011), the teachers do conversation analysis which is 
very useful activity that increases the students’ awareness of the effective conversation 
techniques. Using YouTube in teaching enhances the importance of interaction between 
teacher and students, the most important features of using YouTube in teaching is to improve 
students’ ability to listen and speak and also develop their communicative with others 
(Solanki & Phil, 2012). 
In Jordan, there has been an interest in examining the technological aids in teaching. For 
example, Mubaslat (2012) explains that using games in education is very important and it 
positively encourages the students to achieve better with vocabulary learning in particular and 
other skills in general. The reason why games are considered effective learning and are that 
games can spur motivation and encourage them to interact. Mei and Yu-jing (2010) said that 
using games in education are fun and children like them games children experiment, discover 
and also interact with their environment. 
Further, using games for students as helping tool in teaching and learning can learn English 
“the way children learn their mother tongue without being aware they students, thus without 
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stress” (Mubaslat, 2012, p. 22). 
The teacher must have sufficient experience in selecting the appropriate game with the 
students and class that has learned, so that the game is suitable for the age of the student and 
the curriculum and the game must be more than just fun. A game should give students a 
chance to learn, practice, or review specific language material and keep all of the students 
focused on the language and keep them involved and interested. 
The simple fact that children have to sit many hours listening and focus to what their teachers 
say, without doing anything and witting what they understanding in their notebooks, but 
when they learn by using games they do something different, they running around, beating 
each other, etc. 
Most of the previous studies have focused on the importance of using different teaching 
methods (Mubaslat, 2012; Eaton, 2010). However, few of them have focused on impact of 
using YouTube in schools to develop the vocabulary of elementary students.  
3. Research Methodology 
This study has adopted a quantitative experimental design. Thirty female of fifth grade 
students from a public school were chosen as a sample of this study. The sample was divided 
into two groups; control group and experimental group. The control group received 
instruction through traditional method such as a white board and textbooks, while the 
experiential group received instructing through new teaching method which is (YouTube).  
3.1 Population and Sample of the Study 
The population of the study consists of all students at the elementary stage in Almashare 
public schools. The students take compulsory vocabulary course in the same semester. All 
participants are Jordanians, and their ages ranged between 10 to 11 years old. They have been 
studying English for roughly four years. The sample of the study includes 30 fifth grade 
female students at Al-Masharaa public school as shown in the following table. 
 
Table 1. Characteristics of the study sample 

Gender Age Educational level Nationality 

Female 11 Fifth grade Jordanians 

 

3.2 Research Instrument 
The instruments used in this study are pre-test and post-test. Curriculum based achievement 
test was developed by the researcher to assess students' vocabulary achievement in the 
pre-test and post-test. The tests parallel in terms of items difficulty level and patterns and 
consists of 10 items; multiple choice, matching columns items and classifying items with a 
perfect score of 20. The pre-test and post-test was based on the units taught to the students. A 
pre-test was designed to a certain initial equivalence of the two groups before the treatment 
variable is introduced in to the research sitting. To verify the equivalence of the two groups 
pre-test and post-test scores, a T-test for significant differences between two independent 
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states was used to identify the differences between the averages of the experimental group 
and the control group. Both experimental and control groups sat for a post-test one semester 
interaction with and without the YouTube, the students’ performance was compared in term 
of vocabulary development. 
3.3 Data Collection and Analysis  
First, pre-test and a post-test were prepared for both groups (control group and experimental 
group) and another two tests to be given to the students every week for two weeks. Second, 
the tests were given to the students after teaching them the valuably using two different 
teaching methods. Finally the results of both groups were compared. 
The collected data were analyzed using the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS). 
For the evaluation of the differences between the groups, different statistical tests such as: 
Independent sample T-test, Paired sample T-test, ANOVA test were used.  
4. Results and Discussion 
This section presents the results of current study highlighting the effects of using modern 
technology methods of teaching and learning on EFL students. In this chapter, the descriptive 
tables and graphs are presented and followed by inferential statistics.  
The pie chart below shows the distribution of both groups (experimental and control), the 
sample of both groups was 30 female students from fifth grade, the number of respondents in 
experimental group was 15 students, and the number of respondents in control group was 15 
students. 
 
Table 2. Frequency distribution of sample group based on experimental and control group  

Group Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Experimental 15 50.0 50.0 50.0 

Control 15 50.0 50.0 100.0 

Total 30 100.0 100.0  

 
4.1 Research Question One: Does the Experimental Group Show a Greater Vocabulary Gain 
Than the Control Group? 
The first research question intended to check if there is a significant difference in vocabulary 
competence between pretest and posttest mean values for students in both cases (traditional 
method and modern method). 
A pre-test was conducted to ensure the equivalence in both the experimental group and 
control group in their proficiency of English and their ability to recognize and comprehend 
the targeted work. This test also used to find out if there were any significant differences 
between the pre-test scores of the students in the control group and experimental group. The 
following table shows the analysis of the pre-test scores of the control group and 
experimental group. 
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Table 3. Analysis of the pre-test scores of experimental and control group  

Pre-Test 

Group N Mean SD T. Value P. Value 

Control 15 15.33 2.093 
0.307 0.764 

Experimental 15 15.07 2.219 

 
The results of t-test show that there was no significant difference between the control group 
(m =15.33) and the experiment group (m = 15.7), where (p value = 0.764, p > 0.05). This 
indicates that control group and experimental group were at the same level of proficiency of 
English before the module began. Thus, the sample of students chosen for the study was fair.  
4.2 Comparing Post-test Results Between Both Groups 
After conducting the experiment, a post-test was administered to the control group and 
experiment group to measure the influence of YouTube on developing elementary students' 
vocabulary. The following table shows the analysis of the post-test scores of the control group 
and experimental group. 
 
Table 4. Analysis of the post-test scores of experimental and control group  

Post-Test 

Group N Mean SD T. Value P. Value 

Control 15 15.13 2.167 
-9.461- 0.000 

Experimental 15 20.80 1.897 

 
The results of t-test show that there was a significant difference between the control group (m 
= 15.13) and the experiment group (m = 20.80), where (p value = 0.000, p < 0.05). This 
indicates that utilizing of YouTube had a positive influence on the students' ability to 
understand the target vocabulary.  
4.3 Pre-test Versus Post-test Results 
In order to explore if the students acquire significant enhancement in their vocabulary 
recognition skills as an outcome of their learning for the duration of six weeks, a paired 
sample t-test was conducted to compare the means of the pre-test and post-test for students. 
 
Table 5. Comparing of pre-test and post-test scores of both groups 

Pre-Test versus Post-Test 

Group N Mean SD T. Value P. Value 

Pre-Test 30 14.40 2.313 
-16.219- 0.000 

Post-Test 30 20.63 1.921 
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The results show that there was a significant improvement in vocabulary recognition and 
understanding among the students where (p-value < 0.05). That is the mean value for this 
group before lessons is (m = 14.40) compared to (m = 20.63) after the lessons. 
The following histograms show the distribution of the results of pre-test and post-test for 
students respectively. In pre-test, the scores ranged from 11 to 18 out of 25, while the scores 
in post-test ranged from 17 to 24 out of 25. This indicates that YouTube as modern teaching 
tool influences positively on students to learn and recognize more vocabulary than traditional 
teaching methods. 

 

Figure 1. Pre-test results of both groups 

 
Figure 2. Post -test results of both groups 

 
Therefore, YouTube videos have great potentials in developing and improving vocabulary 
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knowledge for elementary students. This has been supported by several studies including 
Kabooha and Elyas (2018) who believe that YouTube considered as a useful tool for learning 
and the students are able to remember new vocabulary in very better way. Furthermore, 
Balcikanli (2011) reported that YouTube is an effective tool that facilitates students to retain 
the vocabulary that they learnt in the past without having to get bored. The results of such 
study confirmed the results of the study conducted by Abidin et al. (2011) which reported that 
YouTube helps students to improve their vocabulary competence compared to a traditional 
method.  
However, the results of such study contradict with the findings reported by Tri and Nguyen 
(2014). They noted that most of students do not seem to see the high potential of technology 
as a modern teaching method in language learning. In addition, Jun Choi and Jonson (2005) 
and similarly, Amante and Enache (2011) found that YouTube motivated students to learn 
better more than using traditional teaching methods.  
5. Conclusion and Recommendations 
Using YouTube has become an important issue within the education field. This study 
examined the effect of YouTube videos on development of Jordanian elementary students’ 
vocabulary comprehension skills. The findings of the study explored those differences 
between the achievement of the experimental group and the control group on the vocabulary 
comprehension test on using YouTube video to elementary students. 
The findings of this study revealed that experimental group did better achievement in 
vocabulary comprehension than the control group. This indicates that integrating technology 
in teaching is of great importance and has positive effects. The quantitative data analysis 
showed that students who taught EFL vocabulary comprehension skills using YouTube videos 
have improved significantly than those who received the traditional instruction. The students 
in experimental group considered YouTube videos as enjoyable ways to teach and learn EFL 
vocabulary comprehension skill. They found them more interesting, motivational and 
beneficial.  
However, YouTube video provides an opportunity for both students and learners to learn 
English language skills namely reading, writing, speaking, and listing which help them 
communicate with each other. 
YouTube is an important tool to use it on education, YouTube videos is an easy, funny way to 
learn English language. Therefore, the results of current study support using YouTube videos 
in teaching and learning vocabulary for elementary students, YouTube has great potentials to 
reinforce EFL students’ English language skills in all levels, specially writing vocabulary 
skill. Moreover, YouTube videos have the opportunities for students to make their 
interpretation and in the same time practice their writing skill. 
This study suggested that both teachers and students can use YouTube creatively to achieve 
and enhance EFL in all levels. 
Based on the findings of this study, some suggestions are summarized:  
1) Conducting more studies to measure all other skills for males and females. 
2) Conducting other studies to measure the influence of other technological tools on learning 
achievements for different educational level.  
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