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Abstract 

Edmodo is a free educational networking site that provides a secure online learning platform 
for both teachers and students. The current research explored the impact that Edmodo has on 
students' engagement in EFL learning as well as their motivation towards learning that 
language. The research was conducted on 255 female students at Princess Nourah bint 
Abdulrahman University, Saudi Arabia. The participants were involved in daily interactions 
with their peers as well as their teachers via Edmodo features and applications, e.g. posing 
questions, submitting assignments, discussions, and teachers' feedback. The present paper 
posed two research questions: 1. What is the impact of the educational networking site 

ucational networking site Edmodo on students' motivation? 2. What is the impact of the ed
Edmodo on teacher-student's communication? In order to explore the possible answers, a 
40-item questionnaire was administered to the participants. The first 21 items were 
designated to explore students' motivation for learning EFL through Edmodo, while the 
remaining items explored students' beliefs about the impact that Edmodo has on their 
communication with their teachers. All items were answered using a 4-point Likert 
scale ranging from strongly agree to strongly disagree. The results indicated statistically 
significant motivation towards language learning due to the use of Edmodo. It also showed 
that the teacher-student's interaction is highly significant via Edmodo. Furthermore, students 
mainly preferred quizzes and assignments on Edmodo when they are designed effectively. The 
results of this study may encourage teachers to integrate educational networks to create 
effective online learning classes for their students. 
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1. Introduction 

1.1 Introduction 

It is increasingly evident that social networking sites play an important role in everyday life. 
Whether big or small, people now report incidents every split of a second, as they occur. 
People are also relying more and more on mobile devices as their primary communication 
tool and increasingly using these devices to access social networking sites. In education, 
school administrators should effectively employ this technology. Teachers who seek for ways 
to enhance teaching and learning, Edmodo can be a clever and easy way to ensure the success. 
Edmodo gives teachers the opportunity to create a sense of community in which they can 
build relationships with learners and communicate different kinds of information. 

Edmodo describes itself as a free educational website that is structured as a social network, 
designed for teachers and students with intuitive features and unlimited storage. It gives 
teachers the opportunity to communicate with their students via private and public messages, 
send alerts and announcements, award badges, post assignments, discussions, polls and 
quizzes, assign grades, share resources, lay out course calendar and create small groups for 
projects. Also, students can connect easily to their teachers, send questions, upload files and 
links to their backpack (e-library), submit assignments, take quizzes, collaborate, share, 
discuss, and participate in polls. Edmodo use depends heavily on the teachers and on the 
features they utilize in their teaching process. 

What makes this social network distinct is that it has features that are particularly designed for 
educational purposes. The availability of such features can give students opportunities 
to practice new skills and deepen their understanding of new information. They can help 
teachers create engaging learning activities, challenge students’ understanding, provide a 
sense of flexibility in time and place of learning and give feedback on students’ performance. 

1.2 Statement of the Problem 

Learning is seen as essentially a social process requiring communication between teachers 
and students. To stress the importance of communication in learning and teaching, Hurt, Scott, 
and McCroskey (1978) remarked, “Communication is the crucial link between a 
knowledgeable teacher and a learning student” (as cited in Beebe & Mottet, 2009: 349). After 
school hours, students struggle in finding ways to contact their teachers without violating 
their privacy. Emails are the most common way, but still students are trying to find faster and 
easier ways to communicate and interact at the same time. They need to feel that they are a 
part of a community where their needs are respected and their ideals are understood. On the 
other hand, teachers need to take into account what students want or need. Student 
involvement contributes positively to the learning process. If they are involved, they devote 
time and energy to learn with interest. This interest leads to a unique school experience.  

Furthermore, as a main component in the education system, teachers must be taken into 
consideration. They never have enough time. They have syllabus to cover, skills to improve, 
quizzes to do, papers to correct, grades to record and seminars to attend. They often feel 
overwhelmed by the endless demands of teaching in and outside the classroom. Thus, they 
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need a way to save their time and effort without negatively affecting the learning process. 
Edmodo might be one of the keys that change the way students learn and the way teachers 
teach. It can facilitate communication and create a dynamic online community. Edmodo also 
opens the door to broader communications between students and other educational 
institutions. This feature gives students the opportunity to exchange ideas, thoughts and 
inquiries with other students from different backgrounds.  

Motivation is the key to success in learning (Dörnyei, 1998). Therefore, smart teachers seek 
for modern approaches to increase their students’ motivation. Edmodo seems to have a 
potential to change the way students learn, stimulate their motivation and push them forward. 
Edmodo is commonly referred to as a “Facebook for school”. It is designed to get students 
eager to learn and to keep them in a familiarly attractive environment. In this site, students 
can easily find their curriculum, related subjects, assignments, quizzes, grades and even 
groups to chat with, all in one organized place. The availability of such features makes 
learning easier and more interesting. Students who find it too stressful to speak orally can 
interact with other students and teachers via Edmodo. Through its online discussion, 
Edmodo’s communities stimulate further inquiry among students and this might enrich the 
learning process with more information and experiences. Teachers also can figure out what 
students want and need to add as lessons or design as instructions. One of Edmodo’s excellent 
features is that it facilitates student-centric decisions via polling. This feature provides 
students with confidence and comfort, and teachers with insight into students’ learning 
process. Besides, Edmodo offers teachers a way to reward students for their participation and 
work completion with badges. This feature can create a sense of rivalry among students and 
encourage them to get higher grades, i.e. motivate them. 

1.3 Research Questions 

1. What is the impact of the educational networking site Edmodo on EFL students’ 
motivation? 

2. What is the impact of the educational networking site Edmodo on teacher-student 
communication? 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

The current study has theoretical and pedagogical significance, which derives from the 
following reasons: 

1. To the best of my knowledge, few if any studies have investigated the impact of 
Edmodo on Saudi University EFL students’ motivation and teacher-student 
communication. 

2. The study may raise EFL teachers’ awareness to the importance of incorporating 
social networks in their classrooms and be up to date with the latest technological 
advances in education. 

3. The findings of the study may contribute enormously to solve many educational 
problems, hence make the teaching and learning process easier for both teachers 
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and students. 

4. The study may also help enlighten the decision makers in the Ministry of Education 
to the significance of creating an interactive community where everybody, school 
administrators, teachers, students and even parents, can participate to produce a 
successful and unique educational process, thus legislate its use in the educational 
institutions. 

5. The study may provide insights on the status of Edmodo as an educational social 
networking site and its suitability to the Saudi environment. 

6. It is hoped that the findings of the study will contribute to the previous literature in 
the field of education, particularly foreign language learning. 

1.5 Limitations of the Study 

All studies, despite of how well it is built and conducted, have limitations (Simon & Goes, 
2013). Due to time and access constraints, the present study is limited to female Saudi EFL 
students from Princess Noura bint Abdulrahman University. It is also limited to those students 
who had an experience with Edmodo in their language learning process in 2013-2014. By 
only obtaining data from the study population i.e. Princess Noura University EFL students, 
the study might be limited in scope. 

 

2. Literature Review 

2.1 Social Networks in Education 

Social networks generally feature unique online services integrated through the Internet 
meant for virtual social lives developed by people with the aim of enabling free interaction 
among people (Tiryakioglu & Erzurum, 2011). Social networks that in other words represent 
social media seem to influence almost every little aspect of human life, and the field of 
education is not an exception in this case. Khedo et al. (2012) posit that, “Information and 
communication technology is known to help expand access to education, strengthen the 
relevance of education to the increasingly digital workplace, and raise educational quality” (p. 
907). 

A continuum of studies has emerged across the research industry with an aim of elaborating 
on how social networking sites (SNS) have created a unique impact in the formal education 
setting. Hershkovitz and Baruch (2010) add, “Internet integration in higher education has 
stimulated high expectations, especially regarding accessibility, interactivity and 
opportunities for improved instruction” (p. 14). However, as noted by Zaidieh (2012), social 
networks come with unique challenges integrated into the educational system and some of 
such challenges include privacy concerns among educators and learners, miscommunication 
and time consuming.  

In the context of the impact of social networking sites on education, studies have identified 
great contributions of social media in educational systems. Khedo et al. (2012) examined the 
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use of online social networking (OSN) as a tool to enhance learning in the Mauritian 
education system. This study investigated the use of OSNs by secondary school students, 
aged 12-18, in a targeted population of approximately 4000 learners. When questioned 
whether they have undertaken educational activities via OSN, 58.3% of the participants 
agreed that they used OSNs for educational intentions (Khedo et al., 2012). From this study, 
improvements in communication as a learning aspect emerged; as 80.5% of learners revealed 
that they used OSN as communication tools through chatting and messaging. They also stated 
that OSN provide flexible learning as 51.9% agreed that they frequently accessed OSN sites 
daily. 

Following the same study, it was evident that social networks in Mauritius schools played a 
significant role in school learning activities as some common educational activities that 
students engaged in involved discussing class activities (48.8%), looking for help from peers 
(69.3%), discussing exam papers (32.7%), as well as undertaking group work online (39.0%). 
In an in-depth examination of the impact of OSN, Khedo et al. (2012) questioned learners 
whether the features found on these sites are useful in their educational activities. 
Accordingly, 80.5% of students responded that they used chatting and messaging to connect 
with friends, 41.7% agreed that they used their accounts to join or form discussion groups, 
and 25.3% in asking academic questions to their classmates. Finally, 16.2% of learners used 
their profiles in sharing files in the form of photos and videos containing educational 
contents.  

As web 2.0 continues to expand across learning institutions, its uptake, though in low rates, 
seems to influence learning through communication and information sharing (Barbour & 
Plough, 2009). In a study to examine the benefits and drawbacks of social media in education, 
Gamoran (2011) notices that approximately 90% of college students visit a social networking 
site daily. He also reveals that social media tools motivate students to communicate with each 
other and exchange their creative ideas. This assertion shows that learners are capable of 
sharing and developing practical reasoning while using social networks. 

2.2 Famous Social Networks 

Popular social networking sites including Facebook, LinkedIn, MySpace, and even Twitter 
seem to have influenced learners in educational institutions. Brady, Holcomb, and Smith 
(2010) investigated in their study learners’ awareness of the advantages found in employing 
social networking technologies in education. From fifty graduate students who participated in 
an online survey, the study found that 14% of students had MySpace accounts and 30% had 
Facebook accounts. When questioned on the importance of social networks in education, 
approximately 30% of learners indicated that they had used SNS for educational purposes. 
Another study conducted by Tiryakioglu and Erzurum (2011) examined instructors’ 
perceptions of Facebook as a communication tool. Sixty-seven instructors working in the 
faculty of communication sciences at a Turkish university contributed to this study. It was 
found that 75% of the instructors possessed active Facebook accounts, 56% indicated that 
they use Facebook daily, and approximately 66% think positively about Facebook. However, 
these social networking sites, especially Facebook, have been frequently criticized for 
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privacy concerns (del Val et al., 2010; Young & Quan-Haase, 2009). Thus, other social 
networks intended for educational purposes are recommended to be used (del Val et al., 
2010). 

Among the rapidly growing social networks associated with distance learning or e-learning in 
the modern world educational system is the Edmodo social learning platform that emerged as 
an educational social network (Thongmak, 2013). Kongchan (2012) described Edmodo as a 
free social learning website which provides a safe and easy way for teachers and their 
students to connect and collaborate, share content, and access class work in an online 
environment. Since its advent into the educational system in 2008, Edmodo is gradually 
picking and users are expressing their perceptions through different researches (Fardoun et al., 
2012). Edmodo has proved influential in the educational paradigm thus making it receive 
substantial familiarity with instructors using it as a communication and instructional delivery 
tool for learners. With its ability to give a safe and secure social network designed 
specifically to support instructors and learners, Edmodo seems more effective than other 
social networks are as it possesses education-specific applications (Weber, 2012).  

2.3 Teachers’ Perspectives on Edmodo  

Teachers are important partners in any educational paradigm, and the success of students as 
well as the integration of Edmodo relies on these important factors. Edmodo has features that 
have attracted several instructors and made them have greater teaching experiences compared 
to other traditional social networking sites across the world (Greenhow & Robelia, 2009). 
Teachers normally need time to interact with learners and understand them better. Flexibility, 
as an aspect in Edmodo, is quite significant in teachers scheduling and planning behaviour as 
teachers enjoy the flexibility in assessing their students despite their geographical position. In 
an examination of how Edmodo worked in schools, especially in relation to teacher’s 
engagement, Kirschner and Karpinski (2010) noticed that in some schools, teachers organised 
collaborative teams that contained formative student information to help them in planning 
instruction and assessment strategies based on the curriculum units. On a broader perspective, 
Conole (2010) asserts that teachers could engage with each other on academic issues and help 
one another in discussing important matters. 

Unlike other educational social networks, Edmodo’ ease of use even for non-digital-native 
teachers puts it at the top of the chart. Kongchan (2012) investigated how a non-digital-native 
teacher can make use of Edmodo as an online classroom community for her students, and to 
set a workshop on Edmodo for other teachers. The teacher-researcher employed the 
programme effectively without the help of an IT expert. She also revealed in her diary that 
she likes using Edmodo due to its simple and user-friendly functions. Furthermore, the data 
gathered from the 17 teachers who attended the Edmodo workshop showed a high level of 
acceptance and response owing to its easiness and efficiency (Kongchan, 2012). 

Through Edmodo, teachers join communities to share information, connect with other 
members, find resources, exchange ideas, and ask for feedback or help. Teachers use posts to 
ask for teachers who want to Skype with their class, join their school on a project, or pair 
with their class for pen pals. For instance, a science teacher in the Science community on 
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Edmodo asked for suggestions on articles and resources for a literacy-based lesson in Earth 
science, and in one day the teacher received several responses and links from other teachers 
(Winant, 2014). Hewes (2010), a blogger and full-time teacher, describes Edmodo as her 
most favourite web 2.0 tool because it has become her virtual learning space. She refuses to 
refer to it as a classroom because it connotes four walls and isolated teaching and learning, 
which in her opinion, is the contrary. Picardo (2010), a blogger and assistant principal at a 
prominent high school in England, expressed his desire to find a means for the students to 
communicate with their teachers and with each other in an attractive and natural way that 
suits their technological expectations and skills. He highlighted crucial features on Edmodo 
that lead to its adoption by his school such as convenience, communication, democratisation 
and personalisation of the learning experience. 

2.4 Edmodo and Students' Motivation 

Educational attainment using Edmodo has been successful following a great number of 
positive responses among students and instructors. Scholars describe social-networking sites 
as attractive means for meaningful communication and effective collaboration (Zaidieh, 
2012). The sense of being convenient and flexible makes Edmodo, just like other SNS, 
attractive and motivating for learners by virtue of its accessibility (Selwyn, 2009). Sanders 
(2012) indicated that Edmodo encourages both student engagement and responsible learning. It 
allows electronic collaboration through its platform where students’ engagement and 
enjoyment in learning grows, thus making learners motivated as they engage in higher order 
thinking spurred by online communities. 

A recent study conducted by Wolfer (2012) raised a number of issues related to motivation. 
The study collected data on learners’ perception regarding the use of Edmodo after practically 
using the website for approximately a month. On a scale of 1-4, when questioned whether 
they enjoyed using it in learning, 42.1% of students provided a rating of 3 (deemed as good), 
while the majority of them accounting to 52.6 % gave a rating of 4 (deemed as excellent). In 
a different study conducted by Fardoun et al. (2012), examining the impact of online social 
networks in secondary schools, the researcher noted that 95% have participated in Edmodo, 
70% actively and constantly and 50% of students have spent their non-lecture hours on the 
website. Most importantly, 68.75% of students claimed that it was interesting to use Edmodo 
in education. 

2.5 Edmodo and Teacher-Student’s Communication 

Online social networks as highlighted by different researchers are the most effective and 
powerful communication tools that connect million users across the globe (Baruah, 2012; 
Boyd & Ellison, 2007). Zaidieh (2012) suggests that some informal learning through informal 
communication enhance students’ collaboration and peer feedback regardless of time and 
place. Edmodo possesses unique communication features including blogging, texting, and file 
sharing features incorporated in the Edmodo platform, thus allowing instructors and learners 
to communicate effectively. It also involves creating online communities where both teachers 
and learners engage in classroom interactions online.  
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In the context of improving communication between instructors and students, a study 
conducted by Thongmak (2013) reinforces this argument through online surveys conducted 
on students’ perception of Edmodo. The participants were 182 undertaking a course in 
Management Information System. From the study, the researcher noticed that the majority of 
the learners argued that Edmodo is a good social networking system as it, according to 140 
respondents, enables teachers to communicate directly with learners while giving instructions 
or assignments. Of the 182 respondents, over 145 of them agreed that this educative social 
network possesses a system that enables giving information, assigning homework, grading, 
and even updating news, an aspect that reveals improved communication between teachers 
and students. It also allows uploading or submitting files to instructors, which enables 
constant assessment of learners. Moreover, learners indicated that instructors are capable of 
easily checking finished assignments with more privacy compared to other social networks 
(Thongmak, 2013). 

Nonetheless, very few researches if any solely investigate the influences of using Edmodo on 
university students’ motivation for and engagement in English learning. Therefore, objectives 
of this paper are to enrich previous researches by focusing on these two major aspects of 
English learning; to examine the dmodo on students’ motivation and  impact of E
teacher-students’ communication; to find out about students’ perceptions of its use in their 
learning process; and to aid teachers in motivating students to join these educational social 
networks. 

 

3. Methodology 

3.1 Population and Sample of the Study 

The population of the study was Saudi EFL students at Princess Nourah bint Abdulrahman 
University in Riyadh. Their ages ranged around 18 to 23 years old. They were EFL students 
who were using the educational networking site Edmodo in their language learning process. 
The sample of the study was 255 EFL Saudi students selected randomly from Princess 
Nourah bint Abdulrahman University in Riyadh. Most of them log into Edmodo daily, and are 
members in more than one group there. 

3.2 Instruments of the Study 

The instrument used to find answers to the research questions was a structured questionnaire 
with close-ended questions to the students. The questionnaire examined th of the e impact 
educational networking site Edmodo on two different variables: EFL students’ motivation and 
teacher-student's communication in Princess Nourah bint Abdulrahman University. The 
questionnaire included 40 items; the first 21 items covered certain indicators of students’ 
motivation in language learning through Edmodo: (1) internal factors such as, engaged 
learning activity, curiosity and challenge, interface design and ease of use, and (2) 
external/environmental factors such as, convenience, flexibility in time and place of learning, 
recognition and usefulness. The remaining 19 items designed to cover main aspects of 
teacher-student's communication in language learning situations via Edmodo: (1) verbal and 
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non-verbal communication, and (2) confidentiality and effectiveness of communication. 

3.3 Instrument’s Reliability and Validity 

A test of reliability on this survey instrument was conducted through SPSS on the data 
obtained from the pilot survey. Cronbach’s alpha reliability coefficient typically ranges 
between 0 and 1; the closer it is to 1.0, the greater the internal consistency of the items in the 
scale (Cronbach, 1951). The reliability coefficients of the scales in this survey instrument 
ranged from 0.81 to 0.91, which show a high range of values for Cronbach’s alpha 
coefficient. 

To ensure the content validity, the supervisor who is a Ph.D. holder in the field of applied 
linguistics and five experts in linguistics, psychology and English teaching Methods reviewed 
the instrument and provided feedback throughout the initial and final stages of the instrument 
development process. Also, several EFL teachers and students, familiar with Edmodo, 
provided suggestions and remarks which aided in considering, improving and restating some 
items. Their comments improved the instrument’s face validity. 

3.4 Method of Analysis 

Data collected from the questionnaires were statistically analyzed using the statistical 
analysis program SPSS. Some descriptive statistics such as means, percentage and frequency 
were used. Moreover, some inferential statistical procedures were used such as the t-test. 

 

4. Results and Discussion 

4.1 Edmodo and EFL Students’ Motivation 

Results showed that all 21 statements in the questionnaire had means higher than 2.5, thus 
this indicated the presence of motivation among students. The overall mean that refers to the 
presence of motivation among EFL students when using Edmodo must be higher than 52.5 
based on the following formula: 21 items × 2.5 average mean = 52.5. The results indicated 
that the overall mean of students’ responses to the statements is 67.27, which is higher than 
52.5, hence EFL students were being motivated via Edmodo. 

In order to know if there is a statistically significant difference between the general mean of 
statements 52.5 and the mean of students’ responses 67.27, one sample (t) test was run to 
compare between the two means. The result is in the following table: 

 

Table 1. One Sample (t) Test – Students’ Motivation 

 N Mean Mean Difference df t Sig. (2-tailed) 

Sample 255 67.27 14.77 254 26.80 0.000 

 

Table (1) above indicates that there is a statistically significant difference between the two 
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means (α ≤ 0.05). The mean of students’ responses to the items related to motivation was 
statistically significantly higher than the general mean of statements, t(254) = 26.80, p = 
0.000. Therefore, to answer the research question, Edmodo has a positive impact on students' 
motivation in their language learning process. 

Moreover, results showed that the responses to the items 8, 12, 13, 14, and 16 got the highest 
averages. These items examined specifically the effect of Edmodo’s ease of use, flexibility in 
time and place of learning, and recognition features on students’ motivation. The majority of 
students apparently found these factors the most influential in their adoption of Edmodo, and 
in Edmodo’s capability to raise their motivation in learning. This finding indicated that 
students prefer their education to be as developing, yet flexible and convenient as their life 
styles. They also like their educational requirements to meet their technical experiences and 
expectations.  

On the other hand, the lowest average was recorded in item 5. This decrease can be attributed 
to students’ unfamiliarity with the various communities on Edmodo. If Edmodo were adopted 
by many courses, students would devote much time to navigate the website and learn about 
its other features. 

4.2 Edmodo and Teacher-Student’s Communication 

Results showed that all 19 statements in the questionnaire had means higher than 2.5, thus it 
suggested the presence of teacher-student’s communication. According to the following 
formula: 19 items × 2.5 average mean = 47.5, the overall mean that refers to the presence of 
teacher-student’s communication through Edmodo must be higher than 47.5. The results 
indicated that the overall mean of students’ responses to the statements is higher than 47.5. It 
is 61.62, which meant that Edmodo promoted effective teacher-student’s communication. 

One sample (t) test was run to determine if the difference between the general mean of 
statements 47.5 and the mean of students’ responses 61.62 is statistically significant. The 
following table illustrates the result of the (t) test: 

 

Table 2. One Sample (t) Test – Teacher-Student’s Communication 

 N Mean Mean Difference df t Sig. (2-tailed) 

Sample 255 61.62 14.12 254 24.78 0.000 

 

Table (2) above indicates that there is a statistically significant difference between the two 
means (α ≤ 0.05). The mean of students’ responses to the items related to teacher-student’s 
communication through Edmodo was statistically significantly higher than the general mean 
of statements, t(254) = 24.78, p = 0.000. As an answer to the research question, Edmodo 
influences positively the nature of communication between teachers and students. 

It was obviously clear that most students appreciated the different aspects of communication 
on Edmodo in slightly varying averages. Items 24, 33, and 35, which were related to verbal 
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and non-verbal communication and confidentiality, had the highest averages among the 
others. This increase can be credited to the fact that these features are considered most 
students’ required characteristics in any communication tool adopted by teachers. Students 
like to receive quick and meaningful feedback on their performance. They also like to be 
informed about their progress and course requirements during the semester, while insuring 
their privacy in communication. 

4.3 Edmodo Features Results 

In the questionnaire, students were asked what features do they like the most on Edmodo, as 
well as what features do they dislike the most on Edmodo. It is worth mentioning that 
students were allowed to choose more than one feature. The following tables (3) and (4) show 
the results of students’ responses to the Edmodo features. 

 

Table 3. Frequency and Percentage of the Features That Students Like the Most 

Edmodo Features Frequency Percentage

Small Groups 64 5.2 
Notifications 94 7.6 

Posts and Replies 99 8.0 

Polls 95 7.7 

Alerts 122 9.9 
Reactions 104 8.4 

Quizzes 173 14.0 
Progress 97 7.8 

Assignments 146 11.8 
Badges 75 6.1 

Backpack 93 7.5 

Edmodo Planner 64 5.2 

Other 11 0.9 

Total 1237 100 

 

As table (3) shows, the total number of students’ likes (1237), which compared to the 
students’ actual number (255), indicated a great enthusiasm and preference in Edmodo use in 
their language learning process. Students apparently preferred “Alerts”, “Quizzes” and 
“Assignments” (the bolded cells in Table 3) more than any other Edmodo feature for they got 
the highest percentages of likes: 14.0% for “Quizzes”, 11.8% for “Assignments”, and 9.9% for 
“Alerts”. It was noticed that the most liked features were the ones especially used for 
educational purposes and probably were not available on any other social network. This result 
showed that engaging learning activities, which can be done through these features, played a 
major role in students’ preference to use Edmodo. For even the typically undesirable tools of 
assessment became their favorite via these features. Teachers can attach files, pictures, videos 
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and links within their assignments and quizzes, and their students will be able to do them online 
in the comfort of their homes. 

 

Table 4. Frequency and Percentage of the Features that Students Dislike the Most 

Edmodo Features Frequency Percentage

Small Groups 16 7.0 
Notifications 18 7.9 

Posts and Replies 36 15.7 
Polls 11 4.8 
Alerts 16 7.0 

Reactions 15 6.6 

Quizzes 19 8.3 
Progress 8 3.5 

Assignments 31 13.5 
Badges 3 1.3 

Backpack 12 5.2 

Edmodo Planner 21 9.2 

Other 23 10.0 

Total 229 100 

Table (4) shows that the total number of students’ dislikes (229) was significantly low, 
compared to the total number of students (255) and the total number of students’ likes (1375). 
This result proved that the majority of students agreed to the effectiveness of most of its 
features. “Posts and Replies” and “Assignments” got the highest dislikes with a percentage of 
15.7% to 13.5%. Students’ opinions on such features can be affected by certain variables like 
student-characteristics or teacher-characteristics. Some students do not prefer to use “Posts 
and Replies” because they are not available online during the day, and that makes it hard for 
them to follow teachers’ posts and discussion threads. Furthermore, some teachers who use 
such features excessively or who are not skillful enough to create engaging assignments or 
discussions would result in students’ dislike of them. Thus, teachers should acknowledge 
their significant role in employing such features to the maximum potential because these 
features are only motivating when teachers use them effectively.  

4.4 Study Results and Previous Studies 

The results of the study add to the current body of knowledge by introducing quantitative 
evidence on the effectiveness of integrating educational networking sites, in this case 
Edmodo, in EFL classrooms. The study concluded that incorporating Edmodo encourages 
students’ motivation towards language learning, as it possesses certain features such as ease 
of use, flexibility in time and place of learning, and recognition features. Several previous 
studies have proposed such possibility of increased students’ engagement and enjoyment in 
learning through Edmodo (Sanders, 2012; Wolfer, 2012; Fardoun et al., 2012). For instance, 
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Sanders (2012) noted that the use of Edmodo could provide learning opportunities that 
engages, motivates, and inspires students to learn on their own. Also, Fardoun et al. (2012) 
reported that many students have participated actively and constantly in Edmodo, and they 
find it interesting to use in education. Moreover, the study concluded by highlighting 
Edmodo’s impact in promoting teacher-student communication for it fosters certain 
characteristics, rare in other social networks, such as verbal and non-verbal communication 
and confidentiality. Thongmak (2013), Baruah (2012), Boyd & Ellison (2007) and Zaidieh 
(2012) all agreed that social networks are effective communication tools that can enhance 
students’ collaboration and feedback between teachers and students. For instance, Khedo et al. 
(2012) investigated the use of online social networking as a tool to improve learning in the 
Mauritian education system. As a result, 80.5% of learners revealed that they used online 
social networking as communication tools through chatting and messaging. Furthermore, 
Thongmak (2013) conducted a study on students’ perception of Edmodo, in which they 
argued that Edmodo allows teachers to communicate directly with learners when giving 
assignments or instructions. Learners also indicated that instructors easily check assignments 
with more privacy in comparison to other social networks. Thus, most previous studies are in 
alignment with the results of this study and support its conclusions. However, compared to 
the previous studies, the results of this study focuses on these two aspects of language 
learning, giving more insight into Edmodo as an educational social website and providing 
Saudi university students with a chance to voice their opinions on its use. 

 

5. Conclusion, Recommendations and Future Research 

5.1 Summary of Major Findings 

The research examines two questions associated with how incorporating Edmodo affects EFL 
students’ learning at Princess Nourah bint Abdulrahman University. The first question dealt 
with its impact on EFL students’ motivation and the second one was about its impact on the 
nature of communication between teachers and students. After investigating these questions, 
the following conclusions were made: integrating Edmodo promotes EFL students’ 
motivation and teacher-student’s communication. EFL students show a notable willingness 
and preference in using Edmodo in language learning, and they like most features available 
there such as “Quizzes”. However, some students dislike few features such as “Posts and 
Replies”. Reasons behind students’ choices of most liked or disliked features on Edmodo are 
not stated by the students, but nonetheless explained earlier by the researcher based on 
experience. 

5.2 Implications of the Study 

On the basis of data interpretation and conclusions of the study, the following 
recommendations were made: 

1. Since Edmodo proved its effectiveness on EFL university students of the current research, 
it is suggested that teachers of all disciplines utilize Edmodo or any similar networking 
site in their classrooms. Employing Edmodo seems to create an active educational 
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environment where everything students need is at hand. 

2. Teachers who use Edmodo are recommended to conduct monthly meetings dedicated to 
sharing experiences and overcoming obstacles. 

3. Edmodo is only motivating when teachers use it effectively. Thus, teachers should utilize 
many of its features and design creative learning activities to provide their students with a 
full online educational experience. 

4. Edmodo aids teachers allocate assignments and make and mark quizzes. Such easiness 
might lead some teachers to assign more than what their students are capable of doing 
especially if with given deadlines. Hence, teachers should take their students’ abilities and 
skills into consideration because the learning process via Edmodo is intended to be an 
enjoyable non-threatening experience. 

5. Since “Posts and Replies” was not students’ favorite feature, teachers are suggested to 
schedule the time and vote the topic of discussion in advance. This procedure ensures 
students’ availability and interest for the discussion. 

6. It is recommended that all Saudi universities adopt Edmodo or any similar networking 
site to increase the number of its users, which in turn forms a large Saudi community to 
exchange ideas and opinions on education. 

7. Since Edmodo proved effective on the investigated variables, it can then be used in 
distance learning programs for it might help bridge the gap between students and teachers 
and provide some flexibility in time and place of learning. 

5.3 Suggestions for Further Research 

The findings are in alignment with the recent research on the significance of technology 
integration in education and the important role of social networks in language learning, 
however: 

1. The present study was conducted on Saudi EFL students at Princess Nourah bint 
Abdulrahman University with only 255 students. Other studies can be done with larger 
samples in different universities. 

2. The current research was restricted to female participants, therefore, it is highly 
recommended to explore using Edmodo on male students at other Saudi universities as 
gender plays a paramount role on language learning (Aslan, 2009). 

3. The subjects of this study were university students, so other studies could deal with 
students at schools whose age, English level, and computer skills might affect the 
investigated variables.  

4. Other studies could investigate the effect of Edmodo on different aspects of learning such 
as student participation and creative writing…etc. These studies might provide an insight 
regarding its status as an effective educational social networking site.  

5. Other studies could also examine the effectiveness of Edmodo when used in distance or 
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online learning programs. Such programs require an effective tool to build a community 
for both teachers and students. 
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